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 1. What is the purpose of this cocoon? 
 2. Why is it advantageous for the cocoon to be part of the life cycle 

of many insects?
 3. What do you think would be the advantages to insects of having 

adult forms that are different from their larval (young) forms?

 
1.

 T
he

 c
oc

oo
n

 is
 t

he
 s

it
e 

w
he

re
 in

se
ct

 la
rv

ae
 d

ev
el

op
 in

to
 

th
ei

r 
ad

u
lt

 fo
rm

s.
 2

. T
he

 c
oc

oo
n

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
a 

pl
ac

e 
of

 r
es

t 
an

d 
so

m
e 

pr
ot

ec
ti

on
 

fr
om

 p
re

d
at

or
s 

an
d 

th
e 

en
vi

ro
n

m
en

t.
 

3.
 A

n
sw

er
s 

w
il

l v
ar

y.
 S

tu
de

n
ts

 m
ig

ht
 s

u
gg

es
t 

th
at

 t
he

 
d

if
fe

re
n

t 
fo

rm
s 

al
lo

w
 t

he
 s

p
ec

ie
s 

to
 b

e 
h

ig
h

ly
 s

p
ec

ia
li

ze
d 

at
 d

if
fe

re
n

t 
li

fe
 s

ta
ge

s.
 L

ar
va

l f
or

m
s 

ar
e 

sp
ec

ia
li

ze
d 

fo
r 

ea
ti

n
g 

an
d 

gr
ow

th
, w

h
il

e 
ad

u
lt

 fo
rm

s 
ar

e 
sp

ec
ia

li
ze

d 
fo

r 
re

pr
od

u
ct

io
n

 a
n

d 
sp

re
ad

in
g 

th
e 

sp
ec

ie
s.

 T
he

 in
se

ct
 li

fe
 

cy
cl

e 
al

so
 le

ss
en

s 
co

m
p

et
it

io
n

 b
et

w
ee

n
 a

du
lt

 a
n

d 
la

rv
al

 
fo

rm
s.

Insects and Their Relatives

Bellringer Transparencies ARTHROPODS 81

Bellringer
 81


