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 1. The titan arum, the largest flowering plant in the world, produces 
hundreds of flowers. What is the advantage of this adaptation? 

 2. The titan arum is called the “corpse flower” because of its strong 
odor. Why might this help it reproduce?

 3. The titan arum plant rarely blooms outside its native habitat. 
What might this tell you about the plant’s life cycle?

 
1.

 T
he

 f
lo

w
er

s 
in

cr
ea

se
 t

he
 p

la
n

t’s
 c

h
an

ce
s 

fo
r 

re
pr

od
u

ct
iv

e 
su

cc
es

s.
 2

. I
n

se
ct

s 
th

at
 fe

ed
 o

n
 c

ar
ri

on
 m

ig
ht

 a
ls

o 
be

 a
tt

ra
ct

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
fl

ow
er

 a
n

d 
ca

rr
y 

it
s 

p
ol

le
n

.

 
3.

 A
n

sw
er

s 
w

il
l v

ar
y.

 S
tu

de
n

ts
 s

ho
u

ld
 u

n
de

rs
ta

n
d 

th
at

 t
he

 
pl

an
t 

m
u

st
 b

e 
h

ig
h

ly
 d

ep
en

de
n

t 
on

 e
n

vi
ro

n
m

en
ta

l f
ac

to
rs

 
in

 o
rd

er
 t

o 
ge

rm
in

at
e 

an
d 

re
pr

od
u

ce
.

Flowering Plants

Bellringer Transparencies REPRODUCTION IN PLANTS 71

Bellringer
 71


